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Overview of Western’s Cyclical Review Assessment Reporting Process

In accordance with Western’s Institutional Quality Assurance Process (IQAP), adopted
on May 11, 2011, and revised June 22, 2012, this Final Assessment Report provides a
summary of the cyclical review, internal responses, and assessment and evaluation of
the Health & Rehabilitation Sciences Graduate Program delivered by the Faculty of
Health Sciences.

This Final Assessment Report (FAR)report considers the following documents:
e the program’s self-study,
¢ the external consultants’ report,
e the response from the Health & Rehabilitation Sciences Graduate Program
Chair, and
e the response from the Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences.

This FAR identifies the strengths of the program and opportunities for program
enhancement and improvement, and details the recommendations of the external
consultants, noting those recommendations that require attention.

The Implementation Plan details the recommendations from the Final Assessment
Report that have been selected for implementation, identifies who is responsible for
approving and acting on the recommendations, specifies any action or follow-up that is
required, and defines the timeline for completion.

The Final Assessment Report and Implementation Plan is sent for approval through
SUPR-G and SCAPA, then for information to Senate and to the Ontario Universities’
Council on Quality Assurance. It is publicly accessible on Western’'s IQAP website.

The FAR, including the Implementation Plan, is the only document from the Graduate
cyclical review process that is made public; all other documents are confidential to
Western’s Faculty of Health Sciences, the Health & Rehabilitation Sciences Graduate
Program, the School of Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies, and SUPR-G.



Executive Summary

The Graduate Program in Health and Rehabilitation Sciences (HRS) offers both an MSc
and a PhD degree, wherein students may select from amongst nine Fields: Health and
Aging; Health Professional Education; Health Promotion; Rehabilitation Sciences,
Hearing Science; Measurement and Methods; Occupational Science; Physical Therapy;
and Speech and Language Science. These Fields are distinguished from each other, in
terms of course requirements, by both a Field-specific course, and a Field-specific
seminar. The Fields are also distinguished by the nature of their thesis content, and the
content of their comprehensive examinations (at the PhD-level only). The formation of
HRS in 2006 was a direct outcome of an earlier strategic direction to enhance
interdisciplinary graduate education in the Faculty of Health Sciences.

To inform the self-study for this program review, input was collected from program
faculty members via a survey (response rate of 67% at n=34) regarding the strengths,
weaknesses and opportunities of the program. Dedicated surveys to current students
(response rate of 45% at n=99) and to recent graduates (response rate of 28% at n=78)
collected feedback on areas such as the quality of courses, facilities, student supports,
program communications, clarity of program requirements, workload, supervision,
funding, and professional development opportunities.

The external reviewers shared a positive assessment of the Health & Rehabilitation
Sciences Graduate Program, indicating that “our recommendations are intended to help
strengthen an already very good program.” In addition to four overarching
recommendations, they offer constructive considerations for further enhancement.

Strengths and Innovative Features Identified by the Program

- Combined degrees with the Rehabilitation Schools, whereby the HRS PhD is
offered concurrently with the MSc(PT) as of 2007, MSc(OT) as of 2011, MCISc
(SLP) as of 2012, and the MCISc (AUD) as of 2012.

- Affiliations with three Collaborative Specializations in Musculoskeletal Health
Research, Music Cognition, and Global Health Systems in Africa.

- Breadth of expertise available within the HRS program creating opportunities for
exposure to complementary perspectives to research questions and access to
the research networks of their mentors.

- Research facilities and strong links to research institutes and community
partners, and alliances with hospitals and clinics facilitating patient-centred
research.

- The annual HRS Graduate Student Conference and the Faculty’s Research Day
to provide students opportunity to present their research in a professional setting.

- New exit interview between the Program Chair and students will take place after
a student has completed the program or when leaving the program (whenever
possible).



Implementation of Pathfinder — a degree planning portfolio that enables students
to record their accomplishments and plan towards the completion of their degree.

Concerns and Areas of Improvement lIdentified by the Program

Faculty members advocate for more advanced quantitative (statistics, mixed
methods, scoping/systematic reviews, measurement) courses.

Opportunities to form a sense of community among students pursuing combined
degrees. Consideration of a handbook specific to combined degree students.
Students mentioned that areas of program priority should be:

o Increasing student funding (funding package, internal scholarships, jobs,
additional GTAs).

o Expanding/renovating the physical space at Elborn to create a sense of
cohesion/culture.

o Offering greater professional development opportunities (writing
workshops, promotion of student research, exploring employment
options).

o Expanding course offerings and greater integration with clinical programs.

Review Process

As part of the external review, the review committee, comprising two external reviewers,
one internal reviewer and a graduate student, were provided with Volume | and Il in
advance of the scheduled review and then met over two days with the:

Associate Vice-Provost of the School of Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies
Vice-Provost, Academic Planning, Policy and Faculty

Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences

Current and Former Associate Deans, Faculty of Health Sciences
Department Chair

Graduate Program Chair

Admission Committee, Scholarship Committee and Graduate Committee
Members

Graduate Program and Department Staff

Program faculty members

Graduate students

These formative documents, including Volumes | and Il of the Self-Study, the External
Report, the program response and the Dean’s response, have formed the basis of this
summative assessment report of the Health & Rehabilitation Sciences Graduate
Program, collated and submitted to SGPS and the Senate Graduate Program Review
Committee (SUPR-G) by the Internal Reviewer with the support of the Office of
Academic Quality and Enhancement.



Summative Assessment — External Reviewers’ Report

Strengths of the Program

Time-to-completion data provided in the submission are very good.

Major research requirements for degree completion are reasonable and leading
to high quality products.

Collaborative specialization options.

Combined programs are innovative and are offered in four disciplines which sets
them apart from other combined program offerings at other Universities.

strong and well-resourced administration, and also receives excellent support
through SGPS.

Despite student concerns, there is an exceptional level of financial commitment
to students through the Faculty base budget.

Engagement with research centres and labs off campus is strong and provides
students with unique and valuable learning experiences.

Areas of Concern or Prospective Improvement

Lack of discussion about EDI issues throughout admission processes, and
attention to diverse ways of knowing and strategies to decolonize curriculum.
Consideration needs to be given to the number and naming of the fields in the
HRS program.

Inconsistencies across combined programs in the ability to become licensed after
completion of the clinical components of the degree (but before completion of all
degree components).

The common seminar learning outcomes and their evaluation are unclear.

Given the inherent interdisciplinary nature of the research in health and
rehabilitation sciences, and the value of ensuring that all students have a
common and critical understanding of these key constructs. As such there is
some concern that the focus on fields tends to create silos that could be a barrier
to interdisciplinary thinking. It seems that the program’s Common Seminar
represents untapped potential to drive interdisciplinarity.

Upcoming Program Changes Proposed During this Cyclical Program Review
(to be submitted for approval at a future date as per Western'’s internal governance process)

Change in the format of the Common Seminar series (a program milestone) from
a within-program offering to requiring students to complete at least six offerings
from centrally run groups.

Removal of the Rehabilitation Sciences Field

Removal of HS 9679 Research Topics in Hearing, Speech, and Language
Science, which was attend by MSc, PhD and Combined degree students in the
Hearing Science and Speech & Language Science fields in the HRS Program.
Replacing this course with CSD 9512a Acoustics, Perception, and the Auditory
System or CSD 9516b Auditory Evoked Potentials and Emissions for students in
the Hearing Science field, and CSD 9613a Language Acquisition: Foundations



and Critical Applications or CSD 9615a Speech Science for students in the
Speech and Language Science field.
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